
ARR Takes on Advocacy Role in Bringing Infertile

Couples, Egg Donors, Surrogates Together

CHICAGO – Robin von Halle estimates that she and her team have helped bring more than 1,500 babies into the world, but it’s the stories behind those statistics that she finds memorable.


Von Halle heads Alternative Reproductive Resources (ARR), a Chicago-based agency that matches prospective parents with egg donors and gestational surrogates as a means to overcome fertility issues. 

Her rewards are in ARR’s personal stories. Like the couple that, after years of trying, successfully conceived using an egg donation just weeks before the husband went on his second tour of Iraq. The couple that, after seven miscarriages, she helped match to a surrogate who has since become an extended family member. Or the single man who yearns for fatherhood even though he’s not yet found the woman of his dreams, with whom ARR is working to find an egg donor and a gestational surrogate. 

Since 1992, von Halle and ARR have been helping clients like these, locating and screening egg donors and more recently, gestational surrogates to help create new families. ARR was the first agency in Chicago, and one of the first in the nation, to provide liaison services between would-be parents, donors and medical reproductive specialists.  

And ARR has been setting the bar ever since. 

Von Halle’s aim is to serve as a resource, through an experienced and caring staff, for those facing infertility, providing step-by-step guidance through the egg donation or gestational surrogacy process. 

“Many of those who come to us have been trying to get pregnant for years and have gone through failed in vitro fertilization cycles and miscarriages,” says von Halle, who herself had researched egg donation as an option before she and her husband adopted their second son. “These couples don’t need more disappointment. We do everything we can to help our clients have healthy babies.”

The environment for services by companies like ARR’s has changed dramatically in recent years, and von Halle is the first to admit that many of the changes have been for the worse. 

One of the core principals of ethically and legally compensating for egg donation centers is paying donors for their time, effort and inconvenience. In some states that principal has been shattered and donors have become commodified based on virtual “catalogs” of prospective donors, complete with photos, IQs, and college testing scores, where the highest bidder gets the egg. Costs related to finding donors and going through the medical process are often hidden. And information is not necessarily shared with prospective parents – such as methods and results of psychological screening of donors indicating suitability of candidates to undergo the rigorous collection process. 

ARR’s approach has been to create a team whose members serve as dedicated advocates for each participant in the process: intended parents, donors and surrogates. Von Halle explains, “This ensures that everyone’s best interests are being monitored, so they all have a successful experience.”

Everything is spelled out clearly, from easy-to-understand fee schedules to processes, so that expectations are understood and met. Advocacy extends requiring that all donors and intended parents have independent legal representation to ensure contractual obligations are clearly understood. Healthcare coverage is arranged for donors and surrogates who require it. And extensive biological and psychological testing and evaluation enhance the probability of a successful match of high-quality donors to intended parents’ criteria.

ARR’s approach, combined with Illinois’ progressive laws on gestational surrogacy, has allowed the firm to work with prospective parents from around the world. Among other things, Illinois’ Gestational Surrogacy Act, which ARR’s attorney helped author, has protections for both gestational surrogates and intended parents, no residency requirements for the intended parents, and allows for the child’s birth certificate to be issued in the name of the intended parents without the need for court proceedings. The law has made Illinois an ideal state for gestational surrogacy, and ARR – and its clients – have been among the beneficiaries. 

“Integrity, honesty and compassion are at the core of our business,” says von Halle. “We understand the issues and emotions involved in this process. Our clients come first, without question. That positioning has served us well in allowing us to add to our experience and deepen our relationships in the fertility arena over the last 15 years – and will continue to do so in the years ahead.”   

For more information about ARR, visit its Web site: www.arr1.com, or call 773.327.7315.
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