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	About ARR
	Founded in 1992, ARR was the first agency in Chicago, and one of the first in the country to offer egg donation and, later, gestational surrogacy services.



	ARR’s team
	ARR’s leadership team is comprised of a network of experienced professionals in the healthcare, social and psychological services, and legal fields who guide intended parents, donors and surrogates from the initial consultation to the birth of a healthy baby.



	Services
	ARR provides three main services: 

· Oocyte (egg) donation – Eggs are donated, fertilized and then implanted in the intended mother’s uterus using in vitro fertilization. Egg donation is a viable option for women who do not produce normal eggs but are otherwise able to get pregnant. Egg donors must be between the ages of 21 and 29. 

· Ethnic-specific oocyte donation – ARR helps intended parents seek specific religious or ethnic donors. 

· Gestational surrogacy – Embryos are implanted in the surrogate’s uterus from the intended mother or an egg donor, fertilized with sperm from the intended father or a sperm donor. Gestational surrogates do not have a biological tie to the child. Surrogates must be between the age of 21 and 38 and have given birth to at least one child. 



	Recruitment
	ARR recruits egg donors and surrogates by placing ads in local media. For egg donors, college newspapers are a useful resource, however, ARR does not accept donors under the age of 21.



	Screening process
	ARR is very careful to select only the most qualified egg donors and surrogates for its intended parents. 

The screening process begins by monitoring the initial phone call. If a candidate seems viable, a lengthy discussion ensues regarding the process itself, the commitment necessary and other appropriate details. Next, potential donors and surrogates complete a comprehensive questionnaire, which helps ARR evaluate personal information, medical and reproductive history, and provides an overall sense of the candidate’s well being. An in-person interview allows ARR to be certain that the candidate meets all criteria. In addition, the potential egg donor or surrogate meets with a clinical psychologist and completes psychological testing.
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